The opinion generally held during the last two centuries, respecting the means of cure for the venereal disease, has caused the writings of the surgeons to whom I have alluded, to be very unjustly neglected; they have consequently become scarce, and inaccessible to the generality of students. Of the value of their observations, particularly when it is considered that they wrote so early after the supposed firstappearance of the malady in Europe, there can be but one opinion among those who have diligently perused their works. They must, indeed, be considered peculiarly interesting at the present period, when hopes of curing the disease without the use of mercury are so confidently entertained by many surgeons of eminent talents and extensive experience. In collecting, therefore, their most important opinions respecting the nature of the disease, and the principal traits of their mode of cure, I shall, I trust, perform a task not unacceptable to the profession.
I commence with Fernelius,?a man of great erudition, experience, and knowledge in all the brandies of science connected with medicine; whose works, written in language On the Mode of treating Syphilis employed by Fernelius. 375 of such purity and elegance as to be hardly inferior to that of Celsus, were for half a century universally studied in ail parts of Europe. Indeed, in the words of Gisellinus, ' the repute in which they were held, and the advantages derived from the study of 
